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In Javanese Gamelan, there are many pieces called “Eling-eling”. For example, in Banyumas, the
southwestern part of Central Java province in Indonesia, “Eling-eling” is an important piece, played
in Ebeg with accompaniment of trance dancers riding horses made of bamboo. In Solo ( Surakarta ),
historic royal capital, there are several versions of “Eling-eling” played for weddings and exorcisms.
They differ from each other but also have several characteristics in common. This implicates that
they are based on the same piece. In this research, to trace the origin of “Eling-eling”, I investigated
4 versions of “Eling-eling” by interviewing several musicians in Banyumas and Solo. This research
contributes to revealing the roots of a classical piece of Javanese Gamelan and how it has developed

to the present.
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