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This article explores the craftsmen's traditional techniques and skills in manufacturing
tabla bayd in Kolkata. Regarding the installation of syahi, tuning-load, on the drumheads
of a tabla bayd, historical continuity is clearly found between the descriptions in a musical
treatise, Natyasastra, of ancient India and the modern drum-making techniques.

One of the main materials of syahi making has varied from clay through wheat flour
to iron-oxide ash in a long history of Indian music. In Kolkata, division of labor is found
as a common drum production system. The craftsmen's skill of javari making is a key in
finalizing the drum sound quality. In the craftsmen's manufacturing environment, the use

of machine tools is rarely found.
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