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A discussion of B. Bismantova's basso continuo in his Compendio Musicale
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This study discusses Bartolomeo Bismantva’s basso continuo treatise,
Compendio Musicale (Ferrara, 1677). Despite Bismantova sharing some phrases
and examples with Penna’s earlier treatise, Li primi albori musicali (Bologna,
1672), it can be demonstrated that Bismantova does not stem directly from Penna.
Bismantova emphatically discusses the importance of preparing suspensions.
Regarding cadences, he provides many variations in cadences, and he specifies
which cadential notes should be played by which hand. His discussion of
continuo playing in the absence of figures is particularly interesting. To give two
examples: he permits adding a 7th at a perfect authentic cadence. And when the
bass descends a fourth, we can use a 9th, not merely 6/#4. Bismantova’s method

is valuable for advanced player as well as for the beginner.
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