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" Ebeg", the Fork Performing Arts of Banyumas,
the southwestern part of Central Java in Indonesia
— Research of the contents, feature and the background of its popularity—
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Dances on flat bamboo-woven horses are found in various districts of Indonesia. In these
performing arts, dancers usually arrive at trance when Gamelan accompaniment comes at a
climax.

These dances have a variety of names such as Jathiran, but in Banyumas, where the
performance is still active, Ebeg is usually used. Many traditional performing arts remained
in Banyumas because of strong animism. However, some arts are disappearing as time
changes. Nevertheless, still frequently performed both in rural and urban areas, they bring
massive audiences: but what is the source of this popularity of Ebeg?

This author tried to discover a secret of present prosperity of Ebeg through some local
interviews and research on what is Ebeg, its contents and the purpose of performance, as

well as the motive of trance and its musical features.

KFarEEDDITHIZY, AT VALK, A~ K, FL K, az2<r MRICIEEL DB
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