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Prior research on sanshin music has revealed interrelationships between certain
pieces based on melodic variation, although evidence as to whether this variation was
a consequence of a conscious compositional process has not been forthcoming. The
earliest extant notation of sanshin music is the mid-18th century Kunkunshi anthology
ascribed to Yakabi Choki which contains several undated annotations yet to be
deciphered or analysed. I focus on the term fushigawari (‘melodic variation’) in these
annotations and in the well-known Oshima hikki (1762). The annotations indicate that
melodic variation was employed by extending the length of phrases in certain existing
pieces, while the latter reference indicates that pieces based on fushigawari were

created to be sung and subsequently became established in the repertoire.
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