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Ercole Bottrigari, a native of the city of Bologna, discusses temperament in II
desiderio (Bologna, R1599). He categorizes instruments into three groups: those with
stable tuning (e.g. harpsichord and organ); those whose tuning is stable but alterable (e.g.
flute and lute); and those whose tuning is unstable but can be altered (e.g. trombone).

Of all the Greek tetrachords, Bottrigari emphasizes the diatonic syntonic, which is
found in Ptolemy, and chromatic, which is found in Didymus. In Bottrigari’s opinion,
Didymus is to be evaluated highly, because before him none altered the principle
of tetrachord as from the top to the bottom, the interval must be smaller. After
approximately 100 years, Ptolemy follows him in his diatonic syntonic. His alteration
makes three pure thirds (CE, FA, GB), and later the pure tone derives from it.
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